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Jane Grey. Elizabeth was appointed one of the four ladies of the
bedchamber to Margaret of Anjou. John Gray held military
command in the queen's army. His death left Elizabeth with two
infant sons, in 1460.

Rancoxir so deep pursued the memory of John lord Gray, that
his harmless infants, Thomas and Richard, were deprived of their
inheritance of Bradgate. Elizabeth herself remained mourning
and destitute at Grafton the two first years of Edward lY.'s
reign. Hearing that the young king was hunting in the neigh-
bourhood of her mother's dower castle at Grafton, Elizabeth
waited for him beneath a noble tree known in the traditions of
Northamptonshire, as "the queen's oak," holding a fatherless
boy in either hand; and when Edward, who must have been well
acquainted with her previously at the English court, paused to
listen to her, she threw herself at his feet, and pleaded for the resto-
ration of her children's lands. Her downcast looks and mournful
beauty not only gained her suit, but the heart of the conqueror.
He was unwilling fco make her his queen, but she left him to settle
the question; knowing that he had betrayed others, her affections
still clave to the memory of the husband of her youth. Her indif-,
ference increased the love of the young king. The struggle ended
in his offering her marriage, which took place May 1, 1464.
The marriage gave great offence to the mother of Edward IT.
This lady, who, before the fall of her husband, Richard duke of
York, at Wakefield, had assumed the state of a queen, had to give
place to the daughter of a knight. It was on Michaelmas day,
1464, that Edward IY. finally declared Elizabeth to be his wedded
wife, at Reading palace.

The queen's eldest daughter, Elizabeth, was bora at West,
minster palace about five months afterwards. The royal phy-
sicians, by means of their foolish studies of astrology, had assured
king Edward that his expected child by his queen would prove a
prince. The king, who was deep in the same kind of lore, had
persuaded himself that his expected infant would wear the crown
of England. One of these physicians, Dr. Dominic, obtained leave
to station himself in the queen's withdrawiug-room, leading to
her bed-chamber, in order that he might be the first to carry the
tidings of the heir to Edward IY. Hearing the child cry, he called
to one of the queen's ladies, asking, " What her grace had?" The
ladies were not in the best humour, being unwilling to answer
" only a girl." So one of them replied, " Whatsoever the queen's
grace hath here within, sure 'tis a fool that standeth there with-
out." Poor Dr. Dominic, being much confounded by this sharp
answer, dared not enter the king's presence.